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Conservation experts celebrate protected butterfly discovery at
Newark quarry and factory

The protected and very rare Grizzled Skipper butterfly is back! Local company SaintGobain Formula has joined with local ecologists and conservationists to celebrate the
discovery that the butterfly is breeding on its Newark site.
Last summer the company was delighted to find that the species had been located in
restored areas of Bantycock Quarry near Newark. This summer the celebrations
have gone up a level with the sighting of the butterfly and its eggs on the company’s
adjacent factory site - Jericho Works.
Consultant ecologist Rachel Blackham of AB Ecology said: “This is fantastic news for
a species that became almost extinct in the 1990s in Nottinghamshire. Finding the
butterfly at Bantycock Quarry, and so close to the factory made us realise that the
factory habitats were also suitable for Grizzled Skipper.
“The butterfly has a very short flight window and only flies between April and early
June. In addition, Grizzled Skipper are very small and have a flitty nature to their
flight that makes it hard to record and find eggs. So, working with the experts at the
Nottinghamshire Biodiversity Action Group and the East Midlands Butterfly
Conservation Group, a Grizzled Skipper survey was undertaken across both the
factory and the quarry sites in spring and early summer 2022.”
Mark Searle, Grizzled Skipper Project Officer for East Midlands Butterfly
Conservation Group added: “During our investigations at the factory site, we found
two butterflies and several eggs which shows that they are breeding at the factory.
This is really exciting news for the teams of volunteers who have been working hard
to improve habitats for this species in various areas around Nottinghamshire.”
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Andrea Dudley, Saint-Gobain Regional Environment, Health and Safety Business
Partner added: “As a company, we are committed to improving and enhancing
biodiversity around our sites, so we are delighted with this news. We are hoping to
now do some targeted habitat management for the butterfly at the factory site to
improve the habitats for the future. We are all keen to see the Grizzled Skipper go
from strength to strength at the site.”
For more information about the work to protect this butterfly visit Grizzled Skipper
Project – Nottinghamshire Biodiversity Action Group (nottsbag.org.uk)

-

Ends -

NOTES TO EDITORS:
ABOUT SAINT-GOBAIN FORMULA:
Saint-Gobain Formula is a leading supplier of industrial plaster and gypsum products.
Through our people, we aim to build long-term partnerships with our customers worldwide, by
excelling in product quality, customer service, technical support, innovation and sustainability.
Key Markets and Figures


Supplier of high-performance industrial plaster and gypsum products for ceramics,
construction materials, fibrous and decorative plaster, food, agriculture and environment,
dental and personal care markets



8 manufacturing locations: Germany, UK, France, Spain, Romania, Turkey, Thailand & Egypt



We sell to over 80 countries worldwide



With a Customer Satisfaction Index of more than +97%*



Our NPDs represent more than 22% of our sales

*CSI only applicable to 90% of our sales
For more information about Saint-Gobain Formula visit www.saintgobainformula.com
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ABOUT SAINT-GOBAIN
Saint-Gobain designs, manufactures and distributes materials and solutions which are key ingredients
in the wellbeing of each of us and the future of all. They can be found everywhere in our living places
and our daily life: in buildings, transportation, infrastructure and in many industrial applications. They
provide comfort, performance and safety while addressing the challenges of sustainable construction,
resource efficiency and climate change.
Saint-Gobain UK and Ireland includes some of the best-known and respected companies in the
construction sector including British Gypsum, Jewson, Graham, Weber, Isover, Glassolutions, SaintGobain PAM, and Ecophon. Together they offer a range of high performance energy-saving products
and solutions to help create great living places and improve daily life. For more information on SaintGobain, visit www.saint-gobain.co.uk


€42.6 BILLION IN SALES IN 2019



MANUFACTURING OR RETAIL OPERATIONS IN 68 COUNTRIES



171,000 EMPLOYEES



WWW.SAINT-GOBAIN.COM

For more information about Saint-Gobain, visit www.saint-gobain.co.uk.
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